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Conserving wildlife and protecting fragile envi

Conservation Groups Launch Campaign to Save the Last Cross

River Gorillas.

Following the declara-
tion of 2009 as the Year
of the Gorilla, the Afri-
can Conservation Foun-
dation (ACF) and the
Environment and Rural
development Foundation
(ERuDeF) are launching
a special campaign
aimed at raising aware-
ness about the plight of
the Cross River Gorilla.

The Cross River Gorilla
Campaign assists the
international efforts of
the Great Ape Survival
Project (GRASP) to se-
cure a long-term viable
future for great apes in
the wild. GRASP is a
project of the United
Nations Environment
Program (UNEP) and the
United Nations Educa-

tional, Scientific and
Cultural Organization
(UNESCO).

Goal of the Campaign is
to focus attention and
raise awareness about
the relatively unknown
Cross River Gorilla as
well as to raise funds for
its conservation. These
elusive gorillas are hard
to spot deep in the rain-
forest. Two important
expeditions to the high-
land rainforests of the
south west Cameroon
have been organized in
2006 and 2007.

For 2009, a third expe-
dition has been
planned to survey the
entire range of the re-
maining gorilla family

groups and identify
suitable locations for a
rescue and research
facility.

The team also takes
part in one of the most
daunting challenges in
Africa- The Mount
Cameroon Race- rais-
ing awareness and in-
volving youths of the
local communities and
took the 3™ position
this year. The Mt Cam-
eroon Race, climbing
up to 4,100m above
sea level, remains the
one of the most dan-
gerous race in the re-
gion for people because
of its terrain, climate
and topography.

The Cross River Gorilla
is listed as being criti-
cally endangered and
can only be found in a
small area (1200km2)
around the Cross River
straddling the border
between Cameroon and
Nigeria. Critically en-
dangered means that,
gorilla numbers have
decreased or will de-
crease by 80% within
the next three genera-
tions if the situation

remains the same.
Currently there are less

than 300 Cross River

Gorillas in the wild. Like

many endangered spe- -

cies, Cross River goril-
las are being threat-
ened by the

natural habitat.

Cross River Gorillas
face an additional dan-
ger because they are
hunted for their meat,
said Louis Nkembi, Ex-
ecutive Director  of
ERuDeF. ‘In many com-
munities, bush meat
makes up a large pro-
portion of the animal
protein being eaten, up
to 84% in some com-
munities living near the
rainforest’. Gorillas
have also been killed by
local residents due to
perceived danger and
or human-wildlife con-
flicts such as crop-
raiding. Since 2003,
ACF and ERuDeF have
been working together
towards the conserva-
tion of great apes and
their habitats, in the
rainforests of Western
Cameroon.

By Louis Nkembi

loss of .
habitat due to human '
encroachment into their |
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PAPNCC Resolves to Seal Fair and Equitable Deal in Copenhagen

The Pan African Parliamentar-
ian’'s Network on Climate
Change (PAPNCC) has strongly
resolved to strike a fair and eqg-
uitable deal for the African con-
tinent, come the Copenhagen
December 2009 summit on cli-
mate change. This resolution
was arrived at at the end of the
PAPNCC conference that took
place in Yaounde, Cameroon
from June 25-27, 2009. The
over 70 parliamentarians drawn
from all the five regions of Af-
rica were unanimous that Africa
must speak with a single strong
voice in Copenhagen in Decem-
ber 2009 if the continent hopes
to counteract some of the ad-

Weather outlook

verse effects of climate change.

The MPs said Africa must avoid
what happened in Kyoto. The
Kyoto protocol was not in any-
way favorable to Africa taking to

consideration that Africa con-
tributes just about 4% of the
green house gases that today
are the greatest menace to the
environment. In same manner
Africa is suffering the most from
these green house gases that
greatly damage the environ-
ment and subsequently cause
adverse climatic changes. These
great polluters, the industrial-
ized countries, PAPNCC hold,
must accept their responsibili-
ties and reduce their emission of
green house gases.

Culled from “The Guardian Post

Presbyterian Church Engages in Climate Change Fight

The Presbyterian Church in
Cameroon, PCC, has pledged to
partake in the fight against cli-
mate change and its impacts in
Cameroon.

This was during a recent consul-
tation meeting forum that took
place in the PCC Synod Office in
Buea Town.

Cameroon is one of the many
developing countries bearing the
brunt of climate change due to
the industrialized lifestyles of
Western Countries.

Scientists say the major cause
of sickness and death in Camer-
oon could be associated with
rising temperatures due to
global warming.

Statistics show a decrease in
rainfall by over 2% per decade
since 1960, which again could
be associated to climate change.
The production of cash crops
like cocoa is declining as a result
of paucity of rainfall.

It is against such a backdrop

that the PCC Moderator, Rev. Dr.
Nyansako-ni-Nku, said the
church needed to play its role in
society, redressing the impact of
climate change in Cameroon. He
complained that, the world has
been hijacked by human activi-
ties, which do harm to the eco-
system. He posited that it is the
church’s responsibility to make
things right, climate-wise, for
posterity.

Dr. Nku gave more examples of
the impact of climate change,
citing the encroachment of pas-
ture land by the Chad Desert to
Cameroon. He also made men-
tion of rivers drying up all around
Cameroon, citing Garoua as an
example. He said global warming
is a pertinent issue since most of
Cameroonians depend a lot on
agriculture and livestock for their
livelihoods.

On the question of pressing the
government to embark on a
hands-on approach to the prob-
lem of global warming, Rev. Ni

Nku stated that, the consulta-
tion serves also to strike gov-
ernment’'s awareness on the
problem of global warming and
the churches undertaking to
that effect.

According to the Moderator, the
consultation is a prelude to a
summit in London, in Novem-
ber, organized in part by the
church. He added that, resolu-
tions made at the summit would
be taken to the conference in
Copenhagen, Sweden, come De-
cember, on climate change. He
also told “The Post” how practi-
cal the church has been on the
issue of climate change. He ex-
plained that, it has been 20
years since the church began
planting trees to make up for
those cut regularly. A tradition
which he says the church has
observed yearly.

Culled from ‘The post newspa-
per’
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Jackson’s Chimpanzee, Bubbles

With all the discussion sur-
rounding the shocking death of
Michael Jackson, people have
wondered whatever happened
to his beloved chimpanzee Bub-
bles. It turns out, the chimp is
alive and well and monkeying
around in a Florida primate
sanctuary, PEOPLE has learned.

The 26-year old chimp, who
lived with Jackson in the late
1980s, has spent the past four
years at the Center For Great
Apes, home to forty-two chim-
panzees and orangutans.

"He's a very sweet and nice
chimp, he really is," says sanc-
tuary director Patti Ragan. "I've
seen him go to the drinking
fountain, start to take a sip of
water and then, when he hears
one of the younger ones com-

ing, he'll
them

step back and let
have a sip."

Bubbles was born at a facility in
Texas that breeds primates for
medical testing before Jackson
adopted him in the '80s. The
chimp arrived at Ragan's sanc-
tuary -- which is not open to
the public -- in 2005 after the
singer's former animal trainer
discontinued working with pri-
mates. Not long afterwards, a
rep for Jackson contacted the
facility, saying that Michael
wanted to come and visit his
former buddy. But the singer
never made the trip.

Over the vyears, Bubbles has
grown into a good-sized adult,
and now weighs 160 Ibs. His
facial features have also
changed since his days when
he often romped around with
Jackson in matching Western
outfits. "That pink baby face of
his has disappeared,”" Ragan
says. "He still has a lot of
fleshy color in his face. But he's
a huge guy now and that
probably is going to surprise a
lot of people." These days, he
spends his time hanging out
with a group of six other
chimps. Among his favorite
things to do: eating sweet po-
tatoes, listening to flute-and-
guitar music, painting and kick-

to Michael Jackson's Chimp Bubbles?

ing back with longtime buddy
Sam, 40. "The two of them like to
climb up to the top of a cupola
(located on the sanctuary
grounds) and just sit there, star-
ing out over the orange groves,
watching the traffic in the dis-
tance," says Ragan. "He loves be-
ing up there."

And the chimpanzee hasn't been
told of his former owner's recent
death. "We haven't said anything
to him yet," she says, adding that
his mood over the past few days
has been typically chimp-like:
"He's been his usual self, interact-
ing with friends, eating well, tak-

ing cover when it rains."
Ragan says it's not yet known if
Jackson stipulated that any

money from his estate would be
used to support Bubbles, who
could easily live to the age of 60.
To this date, his care has come
solely from public donations.

To learn more about Bubble's new
h 0 m e ,
www.centerforgreatapes.org

By Johnny Dodd

PEOPLE.com




The Status of Endangered Birds in the Lebialem Highlands

Ndungated. This area since
2001 has been identified as
an important bird area but
because of the difficult to-

. pography and the lack of
funding, the bird population
was improperly docu-

Bird hunting exercise by kids in
Fomeniji.

The Lebialem highland consti-
tute a series of montane forest
consisting of the Magha-
Fomenji forest block, Fossi-
mondi Besali block and some
selected Ilowland forest in
lower Mundani and lower

The Bechati forest of the
Lebialem-Mone Forest
Landscape is well noted for
it richness in great apes,
precisely the chimpanzees
and the Cross River gorillas.
The landscape of this area
is very hilly and rocky with
a sharp altitude increasing
from 300 to over 1700m
above sea level. This alti-

mented. As such the Envi-
ronment and Rural Develop-
ment Foundation (ERuDeF)

. recently launched a project

for the bird population to be
documented with funding
from the Rufford Founda-
tion. This field investigation
that was conducted in the
Agumbu/Fossimondi  forest
area from the 15" of July to
the 2" of August resulted in
the identification of over 140
species of birds belonging to

Tracking gorillas in the Bechati Forest

140 general and 33 families.
However it was noted that
some of the birds’ population in
the area have reduced greatly
due to environmental threats
such as, soil and land degrada-
tion and landslides, destruction
of the last pristine biodiversity
refuge of the highlands, de-
struction of watershed areas,
Fast disappearance of fuel
wood, uncontrolled hunting,
conversion of rain forest to
plantation, destruction of en-
demic species. These have to
be addressed alongside the
hunting of the birds in order to
protect and conserve them.

By Egbe Confidence

gorillas’ sittings in the for-
est area have been done by
local hunters and farmers.
Due to short periods of stay
in the field, the survey
team has not been able to
keep track of a troop for
long but in late July 2009
the team kept track of a
troop for close to two hour
where they monitored their

tude range also accounts
for the wide variety of
fauna and flora species
which support the ecology
of these gorillas.

Gorilla tracking in this for-
est block has been going on
since 2004 with a lot of in-
teresting results recorded
within this period. Conser-

ERuDeF staff and volunteers during gorilla
tracking

vation efforts in this area seem to
be in progress as we are witness-
ing an increase in gorillas’ signs
recently in the area.

A gorilla nest site with 5 nests
was recorded early this year,
which has been the highest troop
recorded since 2004. Most of the

feeding signs as they move
during this period. During
tracking, data which could
help improve the status of
gorillas in this area are col-
lected. This helps to pro-
pose urgent conservation
actions in the area.

By Mbunya Francis




Muea Social Farmers Praises ERuDeF’s Micro Finance Scheme

A member of the Muea social
Farmers last Thursday 20™ July
testified she is going to make a
profit of one hundred thousand
francs this farming season from
her own share of the loan their
group benefited last farming sea-
son from the Buea Forest Protec-
tion fund. The Buea Forest Protec-
tion Fund is one of the four units of
the Forest Protection Fund, a micro
finance scheme initiated by
ERuDeF to improve on crop pro-
ductivity and provide alternatives
to forest adjacent communities.

She testified this during a zonal
visit that was organized by the
Forest Protection Fund coordina-
tors of the South Western Region

and the president of the Buea
Forest Protection Fund Mr. Takwa
James last Thursday 20 July
2009 at Muea.

Her testimony was that she used
her own part of the loan to mod-
ernly cultivate coco yams as her
primary crop of interest. The
crops are doing so well that at the
end of the farming season she is
going to earn an estimated 100
000 francs as profit from the
yields. This was also confirmed by
her other group members who
benefited from the same loan as
they said they invested their own
shares of the loan on crops that
will financially profit them in a
sustainable way.

‘This goes a long way to prove
that the Forest Protection Fund
is meeting it objectives, one of
which is improving on the living
standards of women farmers in
our local communities’s said
the coordinator.

The Forest Protection Fund is
one of the programs of the En-
vironment and Rural Develop-
ment Foundation (ERuDeF)
which was introduced in 2006
to mobilize resources among
farming groups and giving back
to the farmers in the form of
loans to improve on their crop
production and living stan-
dards .

By Njingo Casius

of Cameroon Mrs.

Nkeng Ursula

Women and Wildlife Conservation

Women are an integral part in &

conservation, yet in making de-
cisions on conservation issues
they are often ignored. This is a
common syndrome seen in
about 90% of conservation pro-
jects being run by both national
and international organisations.
However women (passive ac-
tors) are often involved in the
execution of conservation pro-
jects raising awareness, provid-
ing information etc but never
really are called up when it
comes to decision making circles
(active actors). This is evident
in the attendance lists of a good
number of workshops, seminars
and meetings on conservation
issues. Very few or no women
are often participants. As such,
this remains a limiting factor in
the facilitation of the realisation
of conservation objectives which
are frequently neglected by con-
servation projects.

Educating a woman on conservation
in Bambat village

Furthermore, the women fold in
areas where conservation projects
are being executed are in most
cases dominant. These women
also have the prime responsibility
of feeding their large families, as
such they are in constant search
for food and firewood. With con-
servation based in the forest and
women always in search for food
and fire wood in the forest , there
is a persistent degradation of the
forest wildlife plants and animals

through all sorts of feasible crude
methods to satisfy the feeding
requirements of their families.

At this juncture, a unique conser-
vation education approach target-
ing women only is thus needed to
educate, inculcate and actively
involved the women fold in deci-
sion making on conservation is-
sues. This is because they spend
more time with their children in
their daily activities and so are
able to fine tune and shape the
attitude of these children, they
may also have very interesting
suggestions on better forest man-
agement strategies for the suc-
cess of wildlife conservation since
they are primary users of the for-
est.

By
Efuetacha Betehndoh N




Save the Bechati Gorillas

In July 2009, ERuDeF '
completed the 1% prelimi- | .
nary human and (gorilla §
habitat use assessment in
the Bechati-Lebialem forest. ¥
The results showed that an
estimated 12.000ha are
available for free ranging
gorillas. Out of this, 5000ha
have been occupied by hu-
mans for cultivation of farm
and food <crops. Only
7000ha are available as core
gorilla habitat. As of the ¢40.000
2007-2008 socio-economic
survey report, 34000 people
are reported to be living

Support to government and
Emerging support to im- community law enforce-
proved secured liveli- ment efforts.

around this forest habitat, hoods: $50.000 Support to build capacity of
giving a human density of Support to girl child edu- the structures of the com-
34000/12000 per ha or 2.8 cation: $20.000 munity governance model:

persons/ha. This makes it to sypport to youth voca- $30-000.
be one of the highest den- tjona| training: $30.000

sity around core conserva-
tion areas in the Central Af-
rican Region. Given the cur-
rent situation and a ‘rural
population boom’ in the
area, saving this core gorilla
habitats from population en-
croachment and degradation
has become a very urgent
priority for this dwindling
Cross River gorilla pop hum-
bering about 300 in the
whole world.

Communication and infor- By Louis Nkembi
mation support program:
$30.000

Current urgent actions in-
clude:

Concluding the creation of
the Bechati Wildlife Sanctu-
ary: $80.000

Launching Agroforestry in
encroached gorilla habitats:




Food security is a problem in the Lebialem-Mone Forest Landscape

Agriculture is the major activ-
ity in the Lebialem-Mone for-
est landscape yet food secu-
rity is a problem. This is evi-
dent in the malnourished chil-
dren often seen around the
communities that constitute
the Landscape. This is as a
result of unsustainable agri-
cultural practices frequently
used in the area by the indi-
genes. Bush burning champi-
ons the list of these unsus-
tainable practices. As a conse-
quence, the capacity of land
to support crop production is
rapidly exhausted leading to
reduced yields as the years go

by.

This fundamental problem is
largely due to pressures aris-
ing from poverty and the in-

crease demand for food in order
to meet up with the ever in-
creasing population of the area.
A survey conducted by Staff of
ERuDeF reveals that, the princi-
pal factors affecting crop pro-
duction in the forest adjacent
villages of the Lebialem-Mone
forest landscape include:

x Poor soils and nutrient loss

x Soil erosion and water man-
agement

x Poor knowledge on good ag-
ricultural techniques

x Pest and disease out breaks
affecting crops

x Absence of agricultural ex-
tension services

The socio-economic (traditional
believes) and physical environ-
ment (topography) that fre-

Low Prices for Cocoa Farmers in Lebialem

quently limits the use of al-
ternative solutions for more
sustainable agricultural de-
velopment.

Faced with these declining
yields, farmers seek forest to
clear for crop production. The
conversion of this environ-
mentally fragile landscape
into farmlands poses difficul-
ties in protecting and con-
serving our forest to achieve
the long term goal of eco-
nomic development and food
production. Rather, the cut-
ting down of forest leads to
ecosystem disturbance as a
result of habitat fragmenta-
tion and environmental deg-
radation to a greater extent.

By Neba Kingsly

Cocoa being one of the main
cash crops in Cameroon is a
vital source of income for the
people of Lebialem Division.
Almost every man and
woman is involved in cocoa
production. Its production
period starts from April to
September during which
farmers spend 90% of their
time working on their farms.
The income generated form
its sales helps parents on
several occasions. Some of
which  include; preparing
their children back to school,
household needs and other
unforeseen that may occur
during the off season. This
activity is carried out once

annually. The local farmers who may be
depending very much on his
cocoa farm is not able to save
because of the situation. Cou-
pled with the fact that farm in-
puts (usually expensive) for
the next season need to be
purchased. These have caused
households to continue living
on less than one dollar per

day.

Even though cocoa is produced
in this area in large quantities,
it has been discovered that the
farmers in Lebialem division
suffer a lot from very low
prices every cocoa season as
compared to other areas
where it is also grown. Cocoa
from various regions may not
be of the same quality and this
may account for the disparity
in sales prices. Accessibility to
market is also an immediate
cause to low buying prices for
cocoa in these enclave areas
and could be accounted for by
bad or absence of farm to mar-
ket roads.

By Njingo Cassius




Integrating communities in conservation efforts

The need to invest in conservation and
to minimize environmental destruction
is indisputable. Diverse ecosystems pro-
vide abundant food; water sources and §
the links among ecosystems sustain life: 3
forests protect soils, healthy soils pro- .-/
vide for the recycling of nutrients, and _
nutrients in turn are the basis for new |}

growth. Medicines derived from local Fam
flora and fauna form the basis of pri-
mary healthcare for about 80 percent of
people in Cameroon. Yet human induced
changes to biodiversity habitats are
leading to the extinction of major spe- |
cies. Successful conservation efforts are
about people. Environmental problems
often demand local solutions derived
from community initiatives. Depending
on the way natural resources are used,
local people can have a positive or
negative impact on programs. The con-
servation of biodiversity relies on the
involvement of the full community, both
women and men whose interests and
perspectives regarding natural re-
sources may differ. To maximize the
chances that conservation initiatives
and projects will succeed, those at the
community level need to be invested in
both the concept and the approach. This
means their participation in decision- |
making processes and in the evaluation,

. | Community household surveys; identifying com-
monitoring, and management of natural ity needs and impact on forest resources.

resources and the environment.

conservation ethics where people under-
stand that their wellbeing depends on
healthy maintenance of the environ- By Asong Gladys
ment.

The participation of local people is

therefore one of the surest ways to

build long-term capacity to maintain

complete.
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Database management training

There is an increasing reali-
zation across the nation
that NGOs, firms, compa-
nies and a wide range of
industries face serious diffi-

Habitat destruction and
hunting of primates for
bush meat are causal fac-
tors to the rapid dwindling
primate populations in West
Africa particularly South-
west Cameroon. Recently
the Advertisements on the
Internet to woo buyers into
taking "playful primates"
from Cameroon into their
homes have become one of
the primary means of fur-
ther threatening already
endangered species. In the
past years, however, the
Internet has led to a flour-
ishing trade in endangered
species. Primate trophies
(skulls and bones) are
placed as adverts on the
internet for European and
Asian interested business
agents. This is due to un-

culties in hiring workers
with needed skills. Efforts
need to be raised in
training and educating
new entrants to the work-
force. Many NGOs, firms,
industries, companies

- point to the lack of skilled

workers as a critical factor
limiting their competitive-
ness and growth.

While the current low un-
employment rate contrib-
utes to this problem, its
roots are more fundamen-

employment common es-
pecially among university
graduates. Young univer-
sity graduates now liaise
with hunters back in the
primate’s habitat commu-
nities to acquire skulls
and bones of primates like
chimpanzees. This has re-
sulted to an increase in
the hunting of primates
especially the chimpan-

zees in most primate
habitat communities in
Cameroon. For instance,

in February, the police ar-
rested a 27-year-old man
who had in two vyears
made 22 sales on the
Internet, mainly for the
skulls of primates, but it
took a team effort to track
him down. Authorities in
the United States helped

Through the Use of Software Systems.

tal. Thanks to e-mail, statis-
tical process control, the
need for production workers
to master new technology is
almost universal.

It is for this reason that
ERuDeF found it necessary to
train its staff on the use of
statistical packages to facili-
tate data analysis .

By Mefor Halle

'‘Cyber-trafficking' of Endangered Primates in Cameroon

LAGA and Cameroonian offi-
cials to locate him via his ex-
changes on the Internet, and
the man now faces up to 20
years in jail. Law enforce-
ment units, conservation or-
ganizations should seek
measures to fight this alarm-
ing cyber trade on primate
species which if not con-
trolled might have a dilapi-
dating consequence on our
remaining primate popula-
tions.

By Alungamoh Edwin




Eve n tS For more inquiries contact ERuDeF Head office situ-

ated at:
i International Field Course on Primate CONVENTY BUILDING APPARTMENT # 2
servation and Wildlife Tracking; 14th JubEHIND JOB SHOP STOREY BUILDING

8th August 2009 MALINGO STREET, MOLYKO-BUEA
This Course is a two to four week course aimed at buiIdingCELL - 237 99 12 29 04
conservation interest in individuals, undergraduates and gradu-
ate students with no background in conservation but who 237 7543 32 07/79 70 24 97
wish to take up careers in the art of biodiversity conservatiorEM AlL -

with focus on great apes.

The objectives of this course are; to train a new generation of
future scientists both national and international on great apes
research and wildlife tracking methods, to provide practic
field experience to participants in the field of wildlife conserv
tion, and to conduct a regular bio-monitoring of gorillas an
chimpanzees in their natural habitat.

Enrollment to the course requires that participants at th
course should have at least some level of university educati
However enthusiastic pre-university and high school stude
could equally enroll.

Participants will have the opportunity to meet with wildlif
field scientists and species and will at the end of the course,
awarded a ‘certificate of participation’.
Major course highlights include; training workshop on ba:
techniques of wildlife monitoring, tracking and identificatio
workshop on primatological survey methods, a social progr
including excursions to Limbe and the Limbe Wildlife Cent

(LWC).

info_erudef@yahoo.com

i Ethics, Politics and Dynamics of Fundr
ing in Conservation and Development.
gust 20th-30th, 2009

i English for Science and Developmen
Professional Report September, 20th-2

.S,
FI15H & WILDLIFE
K ry2
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Irrtersrariornal

www tusk.org




